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Veterans Employment Program 


Report to the President From Secretary of Labor 
W. Willard Wirtz. January 11,1968 


The program launched by the President last August 
to provide each returning Armed Forces veteran with 
maximum. assistance in obtaining useful, rewarding em- 
ployment is well under way. It is operating in all States. 

The names and addresses of 230,000 returning veterans 
have been turned over to state employment services for 
immediate personal contact. 

While meaningful statistical data on the results of the 
program are not yet available, early reports from return- 
ing veterans, their parents, and veterans’ organizations 
indicate that the program is achieving good results in 
placing returning veterans in jobs. 

Under the program, returning veterans receive letters 
from the Secretary of Labor and an official of the state 
in which they live, and a phone call or visit from a repre- 
sentative of the nearest public employment office. 

In some cases where it has been impossible to contact 
each veteran personally, he receives a letter inviting him 
to visit the local employment office. Emphasis, however, 
is placed on direct personal contact. 

Local employment service offices have received numer- 
ous expressions of gratitude from veterans and their par- 
ents about the program. 

The most encouraging aspect of the program is the im- 
provement it is making in the lives of indivdual veterans 
who are returning to their communities across America. 


—A 21-year-old veteran returned to his home in 
Oklahoma with a physical handicap. One of the 
first things he wanted was a job. This high school 
graduate was an operational flight clerk during his 
3 years in the Army. The local employment office 
set up an interview for the young man to apply 
for a manager trainee position with a retail store. 
Although the store requires two years of college 
for manager trainees, this handicapped veteran 
was hired and is reportedly doing very well. 
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—A Negro veteran, whose only employment prior 
to military service was as a farm and construction 
laborer, returned to his home in rural North 
Carolina to start civilian life anew. He was pre- 
pared to go back to menial work. But after being 
contacted by the local veterans employment repre- 
sentative, this young man, a high school graduate, 
decided he wanted to try to improve his lot. 
Through the efforts of the employment office, he 
was quickly hired by a textile firm as a traince. 
This raised his earning capacity by 20 cents per 
hour and brightened his career prospects. 

—A young Nebraskan, who was recently released 
from the Navy, had worked as a plumber’s helper 
before military service. While in the service, he 
earned his high school equivalency certificate and 
was trained as an aerial photographer. He 
planned to go back to his old job as a plumber’s 
helper. However, when he reported to the local 
employment office, he expressed a desire to land 
a job where he could -1se his military training. He 
was placed as a cameraman at a local television 
station and reportedly is quite happy in his new 
vocation. 

—A 22-year-old veteran, also from Oklahoma, re- 
turned to civilian life after 4 years of Army serv- 
ice. He had no usable civilian vocation and was 
foggy about the kind of work he wanted. Like a 
lot of other unskilled citizens, this young veteran 
faced a future of frustration and uncertainty. He 
was given an aptitude test and counseling at his 
local employment office. As a result, he was sent 
to a school for welder training under the Man- 
power Development and Training Act where he 
is now being prepared for a job. 

A major promotional effort is now underway to inform 
veterans of the services available to them and to urge em- 
ployers to provide the jobs they need. This effort is receiv- 
ing the wholehearted support of the Nation’s news media. 

The Department, in conjunction with the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare and the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, is making a special effort to recruit veterans 
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to meet the critical job needs in poverty areas, particu- 
larly in such fields as teaching, health services, and law 
enforcement. 

There is every indication from early reports that this 
much-needed effort is proving beneficial for returning 
veterans, their families and the Nation as a whole. 


note: The report was made available to reporters at San Antonio, 
Texas. It was not made public in the form of a White House press 
release. 


Chief of Protocol 


Announcement of Intention To Appoint Angier 
Biddle Duke To Succeed James W. Symington. 
January 13, 1968 


President Johnson announced today his intention to 
appoint Ambassador Angier Biddle Duke as Chief of 
Protocol, effective April 1. He will succeed James W. 
Symington, who is resigning and plans to return to 
Missouri. 

Ambassador Duke was born in New York City in 1915. 
He was educated at St. Paul’s School in Concord, N.H., 
and at Yale University. He received the honorary degree 
of LL.D. from Iona College in 1957. 

In World War II he enlisted as a private and served 
with the United States Air Force in Europe, rising to the 
rank of major. 


He was president of Duke International Corp. from 
1945 to 1948. 


He joined the Foreign Service in 1949 and served at 
Buenos Aires and Madrid, acting as Special Assistant to 
the Ambassador at the latter post in 1951-52. In 1952 
President Truman appointed him as Ambassador to El 
Salvador, the youngest Ambassador in the history of the 
United States to that time. Upon his resignation in June 
of 1953 he became associated with the International 
Rescue Committee, a nongovernmental refugee and relief 
organization, and served as its president until 1961. 

Ambassador Duke served previously as Chief of Proto- 
col from January 1961 to March 1965, when he was 
appointed Ambassador to Spain by President Johnson. 
The Office of Protocol is responsible for arranging for the 
visits of world leaders and their meetings with the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of State. 

Ambassador Duke is married to the former Mrs. Robin 
Chandler Lynn. They have five children. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at San Antonio, Texas. 
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Attendance of Negroes 
at U.S. Naval Academy 


Memorandum for the President From Charles F. Baird, 
Acting Secretary of the Navy. January 13, 1968 


Susyect: Attendance of Negroes at U.S. Naval Academy 


In July 1965 you expressed concern about the small 
number of Negro midshipmen in attendance at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

The Navy is pursuing a vigorous program to inform 
members of minority groups of the opportunity available 
to them at the Naval Academy, to encourage well quali- 
fied young men to apply, and to assist them in obtaining 
nominations and qualifying for admission. Each year 
Navy Recruiters throughout the country, in cooperation 
with school officials, establish personal contact with poten- 
tial candidates among Negro and other minority groups. 
Candidates who are interested in the Academy are given 
preliminary medical and scholastic tests, and if they ap- 
pear qualified, are encouraged to seek nominations. Their 
efforts in this direction are closely monitored, and repre- 
sentatives of my office encourage Members of Congress 
to nominate the most promising. candidates. 

In addition, the Naval Academy annually writes to 
Negro students who are designated as Commended Can- 
didates by the National Achievement Scholarship Pro- 
gram. These scholars are informed of the Academy 
program, and encouraged to apply. 

The Negro midshipmen at the Academy are active 
participants in the “Operation Information” program, 
in which well qualified midshipmen make presentations 
concerning the Academy to schools and service groups in 
their home communities. 


The Navy’s efforts have resulted in significant gains. 
Twelve Negroes entered the Academy in 1966, and 
another twelve in 1967. There are now twenty-six Negro 
midshipmen attending the Academy, in contrast to the 
nine who were enrolled in 1965. 


The problem of scholastic qualification is one of the 
major obstacles to be overcome in enrolling more Negroes. 
For example, about 800 names have been screened at the 
Bureau of Naval Personnel in each of the last two years 
from recommendations submitted by Navy Recruiters. 
Last year, 120 minority group candidates received nomi- 
nations. Unfortunately, only 33 were scholastically quali- 
fied, and 23 both medically and scholastically qualified. 
From this, 22 were offered appointments, 17 being 
Negroes. 


The processing of prospective minority group candi- 
dates for admission to the Naval Academy in June 1968 
is about completed. While nominations from Congres- 
sional sources are not due until 31 January, the following 
indicates the present status of the 1967-68 program: 
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Prospective Candidates Contacted 787 
Selected for Further Consideration 595 
Declined, or Failed to complete testing 332 
Not Physically Qualified 52 
Not Scholastically Qualified 113 
Encouraged to Seek Nominations 77 
Received Nominations to Date 23 





Based on last year’s experience, a substantial number 
of candidates will receive nominations in addition to those 
the Navy has encouraged. It is impossible to estimate at 
present the number of minority group students who will 
receive either nominations or appointments for the class 
entering in 1968. 

In areas such as the demonstration of leadership poten- 
tial, the Negro midshipmen have commendable records of 
achievement. I think it is most significant, for example, 
that a Negro was elected by his classmates as President of 
the Class of 1968 in 1965-66. Another Negro has twice 
been elected as President of the Class of 1970, and is serv- 
ing in that capacity at this time. 

We will continue our efforts to increase the number of 
Negro midshipmen at the Academy. As the numbers grow, 
and other Negro prospects are better able to see evidence 
of the opportunities available, our endeavors should be- 
come increasingly productive. 


Note: The memorandum was released at San Antonio, Texas. 


Department of Commerce 
Executive Order 11388 January 15, 1968 


DESIGNATION OF OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ComMMERCE To AcT As SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 3347 
of title 5 of the United States Code and section 301 of 
title 3 of the United States Code, and as President of the 
United States, it is ordered as follows: 

Section 1. During any period when by reason of 
absence, disability, or vacancy in office, neither the Secre- 
tary of Commerce nor the Under Secretary of Commerce 
is available to exercise the powers or perform the duties of 
the office of Secretary, an Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
or the General Counsel of the Department of Commerce, 
in such order as the Secretary of Commerce may from 
time to time prescribe, shall act as Secretary. If no such 
order of succession is in effect at that time, they shall act 
as Secretary in the order in which they shall have taken 
office as Assistant Secretaries or General Counsel. 

Sec. 2. This order supersedes Executive Order 
No. 10148 of August 5, 1950. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 

January 15, 1968 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:20 p.m., 
January 15, 1968] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11388 was not made public in the form of a 
White House press release. 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Secretary Fowler’s Meeting 
With the President 


News Briefing by Secretary of the Treasury 
Henry H. Fowler Following His Meeting With 
the President. January 15, 1968 


Mr. [Tom] Jounson. Several of you expressed interest 
in seeing Secretary Fowler. He has just completed his talks 
with the President and will give you a rundown on that 
and take any questions you may have. 

SECRETARY Fow.er. Gentlemen, I had a session with 
the President to review the balance of payments program 
and the internal workings in the Government in prepar- 
ing the various sectors of that program that may involve 
consultations with the Congress, also, to review the several 
departmental matters involving personnel changes and 
also to take a brief preview of some of the items of legis- 
lation which the Treasury may be involved in on Capitol 
Hill this year, known to most of you as the surcharge. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, could you tell us some of the per- 
sonnel changes you discussed with the President? 

SECRETARY Fow er. Yes. There are two resignations at 
the Assistant Secretary level which have been outstanding 
since the latter part of November. One of them was As- 
sistant Secretary True Davis, whose resignation has been 
announced. I believe as of January 15 he has left the De- 
partment. 

The other is Assistant Secretary for International 
Affairs, Winthrop Knowlton, whose resignation also 
came in in late November. He will continue for some 
weeks longer. This is primarily a matter of health. Mr. 
Knowlton had some asthmatic problems in the late sum- 
mer and came to me in the fall and asked to be relieved 
as soon as our very heavy work schedule would permit. 

Q. I assume you discussed with the President possible 
replacements for Mr. Davis. 


SECRETARY Fow ter. Yes, in a general way. 


Q. Can you spell out your legislative recommendations 
on inhibiting travel? 

SECRETARY Fow.er. No. My first port of call on this 
will be the legislative committee to the Congress and until 
I have had an opportunity to explore and consult with 
them I am not going to come down hard on any particu- 
lar proposal. What we are trying to do is spell out the 
range of all alternatives so that we can, jointly with the 
legislative committees, weigh the pros and cons of these 
alternatives before coming down on any particular one. 

Q. Do you have any new feel of where Mr. Mills 
stands on the surcharge? 

SECRETARY Fow er. No, I have not. I have been in 
touch with him on the telephone, I went down and had 
a very pleasant visit with him in connection with the bal- 
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ance of payments program during his holiday period. But 
I have not canvassed the surcharge situation with him. I 
certainly expect to do that at the earliest opportunity upon 
his return. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, one aspect of the balance of pay- 
ments involves possible tax legislation. Which will have 
priority in your conversations with the Ways and Means 
Committee, surcharge or balance of payments? 

SECRETARY Fow er. I believe surcharge is the first to 
come up. I believe Chairman Mills has announced a 
hearing on the surcharge on January 22 at which the 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, and the Direc- 
tor of the Budget and I will be making a presentation. 


Q. Do you mean you will not be making a presentation 
now on the balance of payments? 

SECRETARY Fow ter. I think we will undoubtedly 
have some informal discussions. I don’t know whether 
they will cover the entire range of the committee, but cer- 
tainly with the Chairman and ranking majority and 
minority Members. 


Q. Are you confident that the Congress will have some 
kind of legislation to try to discourage travel this session? 

SECRETARY Fow er. I don’t want to go any further 
on that particular subject until I have had the opportunity 
of exploring both the problem and its background and 
the various alternatives that are available. 


I think the primary emphasis is to reduce the foreign 
exchange costs of travel rather than to restrict travel as 
such. I draw that distinction. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, Dr. Heiler was on television yester- 
day and had something interesting to say about the sur- 
charge to the effect that he thought it might be a good 
idea to accept something less than 10 percent in the inter- 
est of getting fast action on a bill. How would you feel 
about that? 


SECRETARY Fow ter. I was on television the Sunday 
before and that question came up. You can check my an- 
swer there, but as I recall it was that certainly I am sure 
this question is likely to come up but as for me at the pres- 
ent time, it seems like 10 percent is a good figure. 


Q. Do you feel the balance of payments situation puts 
you in a stronger position vis-a-vis Congress on a sur- 
charge? 


SECRETARY Fow er. Yes, very definitely, because the 
case for the surcharge on balaace of payments grounds as 
presented in August and in September more or less 
focused on the President’s program of expenditure con- 
trol and the surcharge as a single element. 


I think Members of Congress could properly have 
thought, well, if this matter is serious enough, if the bal- 
ance of payments matter is serious enough to ask for an 
increase in the income taxes of every American business 
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and individual who is paying taxes, perhaps it is serious 
enough to call for other actions. It was serious enough 
to call for other action as is now amply evidenced by the 
President’s program on New Year’s Day. 

Therefore, I think the surcharge as one element, the 
most important element, in a balanced program involving 
many other features directed to our balance of payments, 
ought to carry more weight and conviction insofar as the 
balance of payments argument is concerned. 


Of course, in presenting the surcharge it was not lim- 
ited in its presentation to international reasons. A great 
deal of emphasis was given to domestic considerations: 
price inflation, high interest rates, and the fact that the 
deficit was unmanageable in its previous form as 
presented in August. 


So, we do not rely upon the balance of payments argu- 
ment as the sole or single reason, but we do think that 
the movement of events since August and since even 
November have served to underscore and give great 
added emphasis to that as a consideration. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, do you think that spending cuts in 
the New Year’s Day program by themselves will be 
enough or do you contemplate other anti-inflationary 
action that may have to be taken, subject to wages and 
prices? 

SECRETARY Fow er. You will note in the President’s 
New Year’s Day message that the first and key elements, 
which he called the first line of defense, had to do with 
the management of the internal economy. That is an in- 
tegral part of the balance of payments program; it is 
managing our own economy in terms of avoiding inflation 
and then it is taking the direct measures which were later 
developed in the President’s statement. But the two things 
fit together as a whole and, indeed, as a matter of fact in 
the minds of most observers, certainly those in the finan- 
cial community and our foreign friends abroad. They 
tend to lay more stress on the health and stability of the 
internal economy than they do on the direct measures. 


Q. I was thinking in the vein—getting back to wage 
and price controls—there seems to be a feeling that if you 
don’t get the surtax there may be a need 

SECRETARY Fow .er. No, nothing I have said or will 
say implies any resort to wage-price controls as an alterna- 
tive. What the President did say in his New Year’s Day 
statement in that connection with both the surcharge 
and the expenditure control was that he was requesting 
the Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers and 
the Secretary of Labor and Secretary of Commerce to 
work with leaders of management and labor in making 
more effective the existing voluntary restraint measures. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, going back to your proposals for 
leading with the balance of payments problem through 
legislation, you spoke of discussing a range of alternatives 
before you came to something. Does this mean when the 
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President makes a proposal it will be within a range or 
will the President have chosen one to deal with each 
specific aspect? 

SECRETARY Fow.er. We have not gotten that far yet. 
I don’t think I will anticipate further except to say that 
my mandate from the President is to explore with the 
legislative committees various alternatives. 

Our job won't be to go with one proposal, but to go 
with a range of proposals to discuss. 


Q. I take it this means that we won’t have any revela- 
tions in the State of the Union of any specific proposals to 
carry out the January message. 

SECRETARY Fow Ler. That would be a good guess, 
certainly as far as the travel area is concerned. 


Reporter: Thank you, sir. 


NOTE: Secretary Fowler met with reporters at 1:19 p.m. in the 
office of Press Secretary George Christian. 
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Earthquakes in Sicily 


The President’s Message of Sympathy to President 
Saragat of Italy. January 16, 1968 


Dear Mr. President: 


I was deeply distressed to learn of the tragic loss of life 
caused by the earthquakes in Sicily. All Americans join 
me in offering our heartfelt sympathy to you and the 
people of Sicily. I am asking Ambassador Reinhardt to 
keep in close touch with the Italian authorities to deter- 
mine in what way we can be of assistance in this sad 
moment. 

Sincerely, 
Lynpon B. JoHNsoN 
[President Giuseppe Saragat] 


NOTE: A copy of the text of the President’s letter was posted on the 
bulletin board in the press room at the White House on January 17. 
It was not made public in the form of a White House press release. 





THE STATE OF THE UNION 


The President’s Message Delivered Before a Joint Session of the Congress. 


January 17, 1968 


Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Members of the Congress, and my fellow 


Americans: 


I was thinking as I was walking down the aisle tonight of what Sam 
Rayburn told me many years ago: The Congress always extends a very 
warm welcome to the President—as he comes in. 


Thank all of you very, very much. 


I have come once again to this chamber—the home of our democ- 
racy—to give you, as the Constitution requires, “information of the State 


of the Union.” 


I report to you that our country is challenged, at home and abroad: 

—that it is our will that is being tried, not our strength; our sense of 
purpose, not our ability to achieve a better America; 

—that we have the strength to meet our every challenge; the physical 
strength to hold the course of decency and compassion at home; 
and the moral strength to support the cause of peace in the world. 

And I report to you that I believe, with abiding conviction, that this 

people—nurtured by their deep faith, tutored by their hard lessons, 
moved by their high aspirations—have the will to meet the trials that 


these times impose. 


Since I reported to you last January, 


—Three elections have been held in Vietnam—in the midst of war 
and under the constant threat of violence. 

—A President, a Vice President, a House, a Senate, and village 
officials have been chosen by popular, contested ballot. 

—The enemy has been defeated in battle after battle. 
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—The number of South Vietnamese living in areas under Govern- 
ment protection tonight has grown by more than a million since 
January of last year. 
These are all marks of progress. Yet, 


—The enemy continues to pour men and material across frontiers 
ife and into battle, despite his continuous heavy losses. 
in 


. —He continues to hope that America’s will to persevere can be 
ne 


broken. Well—he is wrong. America will persevere. Our patience 
nag and our perseverance will match our power. Aggression will never 
ail prevail. 
But our goal is peace—and peace at the earliest possible moment. 
Right now we are exploring the meaning of Hanoi’s recent state- 
ment. There is no mystery about the questions which must be answered 
before the bombing is stopped. 

~y We believe that any talks should follow the San Antonio formula 

se. that I stated last September, which said: 

— —The bombing would stop immediately if talks would take place 
promptly and with reasonable hopes that they would be 
productive. 

—aAnd the other side must not take advantage of our restraint as 
they have in the past. This Nation simply cannot accept anything 
less without jeopardizing the lives of our men and of our allies. 

If a basis for peace talks can be established on the San Antonio 
foundations—and it is my hope and my prayer that they can—we would 
consult with our allies and with the other side to see if a complete cessation 
of hostilities—a really true cease-fire—could be made the first order of 
business. I will report at the earliest possible moment the results of these 
explorations to the American people. 

I have just recently returned from a very fruitful visit and talks 
with His Holiness the Pope and I share his hope—as he expressed it earlier 
today—that both sides will extend themselves in an effort to bring an end 
to the war in Vietnam. I have today assured him that we and our allies 
will do our full part to bring this about. 

Since I spoke to you last January, other events have occurred that 
have major consequences for world peace. 

—The Kennedy Round achieved the greatest reduction in tariff 

barriers in all the history of trade negotiations. 

—The nations of Latin America at Punta del Este resolved to move 
toward economic integration. 

—In Asia, the nations from Korea and Japan to Indonesia and 
Singapore worked behind America’s shield to strengthen their 
economies and to broaden their political cooperation. 

—In Africa, from which the distinguished Vice President has just 
returned, he reports to me that there is a spirit of regional cooper- 
ation that is beginning to take hold in very practical ways. 

These events we all welcomed. Yet since I last reported to you, we 
and the world have been confronted by a number of crises: 

—During the Arab-Israeli war last June, the hot line between 

Washington and Moscow was used for the first time in our history. 
A cease-fire was achieved without a major power confrontation. 
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Now the nations of the Middle East have the opportunity to cooper- 
ate with Ambassador Jarring’s U.N. mission and they have the responsi- 
bility to find the terms of living together in stable peace and dignity, and 
we shall do all in our power to help them achieve that result. 

—Not far from this scene of conflict, a crisis flared on Cyprus involv- 

ing two peoples who are America’s friends: Greece and Turkey. 
Our very able representative, Mr. Cyrus Vance, and others helped 
to ease this tension. 

—Turmoil continues on the mainland of China after a year of violent 
disruption. The radical extremism of their government has isolated 
the Chinese people behind their own borders. The United States 
however, remains willing to permit the travel of journalists to 
both our countries; to undertake cultural and educational ex- 
changes; and to talk about the exchange of basic food crop mate- 
rials. 

Since I spoke to you last, the United States and the Soviet Union 
have taken several important steps toward the goal of international 
cooperation. 

As you will remember, I met with Chairman Kosygin at Glassboro 
and we achieved, if not accord, at least a clearer understanding of our 
respective positions after 2 days of meetings. 

Because we believe the nuclear danger must be narrowed, we have 
worked with the Soviet Union and with other nations to reach an agree- 
ment that will halt the spread of nuclear weapons. On the basis of com- 
munications from Ambassador Fisher in Geneva this afternoon, I am 
encouraged to believe that a draft treaty can be laid before the con- 
ference in Geneva in the very near future. I hope to be able to present 
that treaty to the Senate this year for the Senate’s approval. 

We achieved, in 1967, a consular treaty with the Soviets, the first 
commercial air agreement between the two countries, and a treaty ban- 
ning weapons in outer space. We shall sign, and submit to the Senate 
shortly, a new treaty with the Soviets and with others for the protection 
of astronauts. 

Serious differences still remain between us, yet in these relations, we 


have made some progress since Vienna, the Berlin Wall, and the Cuban 
missile crisis. 


But despite this progress, we must maintain a military force that 
is capable of deterring any threat to this Nation’s security, whatever the 
mode of aggression. Our choices must not be confined to total war— 
or to total acquiescence. 

We have such a military force today. We shall maintain it. 

I wish—with all of my heart—that the expenditures that are neces- 
sary to build and to protect our power could all be devoted to the 
programs of peace. But until world conditions permit, and until peace 
is assured, America’s might—and America’s bravest sons who wear our 
Nation’s uniform—must continue to stand guard for all of us—as they 
gallantly do tonight in Vietnam and other places in the world. 

Yet neither great weapons nor individual courage can provide the 
conditions of peace. 

For two decades America has committed itself against the tyranny 


of want and ignorance in the world that threatens the peace. We shall 
sustain that commitment. 
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This year I shall propose 

—That we launch, with other nations, an exploration of the ocean 

depths to tap its wealth, and its energy, and its abundance. 

—That we contribute our fair share to a major expansion of the 

International Development Association, and to increase the 
resources of the Asian Development Bank. 

—That we adopt a prudent aid program, rooted in the principle of 

self-help. 

—That we renew the Food for Freedom program. 

Our food programs have already helped millions avoid the horrors 
of famine. 

But unless the rapid growth of population in developing countries 
is slowed, the gap between rich and poor will widen steadily. 

Governments in the developing countries must take such facts into 
consideration. We in the United States are prepared to help assist them in 
those efforts. 

But we must also improve the lives of children already born in the 
villages and towns and cities on this earth. They can be taught by great 
teachers through space communications and the miracle of satellite tele- 
vision—and we are going to bring to bear every resource of mind and 
technology to help make this dream come true. 

Let me speak now about some matters here at home. 

Tonight our Nation is accomplishing more for its people than has 
ever been accomplished before. Americans are prosperous as men have 
never been in recorded history. Yet there is in the land a certain restless- 
ness—a questioning. 

The total of our Nation’s annual production is now above $800 
billion. For 83 months this Nation has been on a steady upward trend of 
growth. 

All about them, most American families can see the evidence of 
growing abundance: higher paychecks, humming factories, new cars 
moving down new highways. More and more families own their own 
homes, equipped with more than 70 million television sets. 

A new college is founded every week. Today more than half of the 
high school graduates go on to college. 

There are hundreds of thousands of fathers and mothers who never 
completed grammar school—who will see their children graduate from 
college. 

Why, then, this restlessness? 

Because when a great ship cuts through the sea, the waters are 
always stirred and troubled. 

And our ship is moving. It is moving through troubled and new 
waters; it is moving toward new and better shores. 

We ask now, not how can we achieve abundance?—but how shall 
we use our abundance? Not, is there abundance enough for all?—but, 
how can all share in our abundance? 

While we have accomplished much, much remains for us to meet 
and much remains for us to master. 


—In some areas, the jobless rate is still three or four times the 
national average. 

—vViolence has shown its face in some of our cities. 

—cCrime increases on our streets. 
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—Income for farm workers remains far behind that for urban 
workers; and parity for our farmers who produce our food is 
still just a hope—not an achievement. 

—New housing construction is far less than we need—to assure 
decent shelter for every family. 

—Hospital and medical costs are high, and they are rising. 

—Many rivers—and the air in many cities—remain badly polluted. 
And our citizens suffer from breathing that air. 

We have lived with conditions like these for many, many years. But 
much that we once accepted as inevitable, we now find absolutely 
intolerable. 

In our cities last summer, we saw how wide is the gulf for some 
Americans between the promise and the reality of our society. 

We know that we cannot change all of this in a day. It represents 
the bitter consequences of more than three centuries. 

But the issue is not whether we can change this; the issue is whether 
we will change this. 

Well, I know we can. And I believe we will. 

This then is the work we should do in the months that are ahead of 
us in this Congress. 

The first essential is more jobs, useful jobs for tens of thousands 
who can become productive and can pay their own way. 

Our economy has created 7!/2 million new jobs in the past 4 years. 
It is adding more than a million and a half new jobs this year. 

Through programs passed by the Congress, job training is being 
given tonight to more than a million Americans in this country. 

This year, the time has come when we must get to those who are last 
in line—the hard-core unemployed—the hardest to reach. 

Employment officials estimate that 500,000 of these persons are 
now unemployed in the major cities of America. Our objective is to place 
these 500,000 in private industry jobs within the next 3 years. 

To do this, I propose a $2.1 billion manpower program in the coming 
fiscal year—a 25 percent increase over the current year. Most of this in- 
crease will be used to start a new partnership between government and 
private industry to train and to hire the hard-core unemployed persons. I 
know of no task before us of more importance to us, to the country, or to 
our future. 

Another essential is to rebuild our cities. 

Last year the Congress authorized $662 million for the model cities 
program. I requested the full amount of that authorization to help meet 
the crisis in the cities of America. But the Congress appropriated only 
$312 million—less than half. 


This year I urge the Congress to honor my request for model cities 
funds to rebuild the centers of American cities by granting us the full 
amount that you in the Congress authorized—$1 billion. 

The next essential is more housing—and more housing now. 

Surely a nation that can go to the moon can place a decent home 
within the reach of its families. 

Therefore we must call together the resources of industry and labor, 
to start building 300,000 housing units for low- and middle-income fami- 
lies next year—that is three times more than last year. We must make it 
possible for thousands of families to become homeowners, not rent-payers. 

















MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 1968 75 


I propose, for the consideration of this Congress, a 10-year campaign 
to build 6 million new housing units for low- and middle-income families. 
Six million units in the next 10 years. We have built 530,000 the last 10 
years. 

Better health for our children 
are to have a better America. 

Last year, Medicare, Medicaid, and other new programs that you 
passed in the Congress brought better health to more than 25 million 
Americans. 

American medicine—with the very strong support and cooperation 
of public resources—has produced a phenomenal decline in the death rate 
from many of the dread diseases. 

But it is a shocking fact that, in saving the lives of babies, America 
ranks 15th among the nations of the world. And among children, crip- 
pling defects are often discovered too late for any corrective action. This 
is a tragedy that Americans can, and Americans should, prevent. 

I shall, therefore, propose to the Congress a child health program to 
provide, over the next 5 years, for families unable to afford it—access to 
health services from prenatal care of the mother through the child’s first 
year. 

When we do that you will find it is the best investment we ever made 
because we will get these diseases in their infancy and we will find a cure 
in a great many instances that we can never find by overcrowding our 
hospitals when they are grown. 

Now when we act to advance the consumer’s cause I think we help 
every American. 

Last year, with very little fanfare the Congress and the executive 
branch moved in that field. 

We enacted the Wholesome Meat Act, the Flammable Fabrics Act, 
the Product Safety Commission, and a law to improve clinical 
laboratories. 

And now, I think, the time has come to complete our unfinished 
work. The Senate has already passed the truth-in-lending bill, the fire 
safety bill, and the pipeline safety laws. 

Tonight I plead with the House to immediately act upon these 
measures and I hope take favorable action upon all of them. I call upon 
the Congress to enact, without delay, the remainder of the 12 vital 
consumer protection laws that I submitted to the Congress last year. 

I also urge final action on a measure that is already passed by the 


House to guard against fraud and manipulation in the Nation’s com- 
modity exchange market. 


These measures are a pledge to our people—to keep them safe in 
their homes and at work, and to give them a fair deal in the marketplace. 
And I think we must do more. I propose: 


—New powers for the Federal Trade Commission to stop those who 
defraud and who swindle our public. 


—New safeguards to insure the quality of fish and poultry, and the 
safety of our community water supplies. 


—aA major study of automobile insurance. 


—Protection against hazardous radiation from television sets and 
other electronic equipment. 





all of our children— is essential if we 
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And to give the consumer a stronger voice, I plan to appoint a Con- 
sumer Counsel in the Justice Department—a lawyer for the American 
consumer—to work directly under the Attorney General, to serve the 
President’s Special Assistant for Consumer Affairs, and to serve the con- 
sumers of this land. 

This Congress—Democrats and Republicans—can earn the thanks 
of history. We can make this truly a new day for the American consumer, 
and by giving him this protection we can live in history as the consumer- 
conscious Congress. 

So let us get on with the work. Let us act soon. 

We, at every level of the government, State, local, Federal, know 
that the American people have had enough of rising crime and lawlessness 
in this country. 


They recognize that law enforcement is first the duty of local police 
and local government. 

They recognize that the frontline headquarters against crime is in the 
home, the church, the city hall and the county courthouse and the state- 
house—not in the far-removed National Capital of Washington. 

But the people also recognize that the National Government can and 
the National Government should help the cities and the States in their 
war on crime to the full extent of its resources and its constitutional au- 
thority. And this we shall do. 


This does not mean a national police force. It does mean help and 
financial support: 

—To develop State and local master plans to combat crime. 

—To provide better training and better pay for police, and 

—To bring the most advanced technology to the war on crime in 

every city and every county in America. 

There is no more urgent business before this Congress than to pass 
the Safe Streets Act this year that I proposed last year. That law will pro- 
vide these required funds. They are so critically needed that I have 
doubled my request under this act to $100 million in fiscal 1969. 

And I urge the Congress to stop the trade in mail-order murder, to 
stop it this year by adopting a proper gun control law. 

This year, I will propose a Drug Control Act to provide stricter 
penalties for those who traffic in LSD and other dangerous drugs with 
our people. 

I will ask for more vigorous enforcement of all of our drug laws 
by increasing the number of Federal drug and narcotics control officials 
by more than 30 percent. The time has come to stop the sale of slavery 
to the young. I also request you to give us funds to add immediately 100 
assistant United States attorneys throughout the land to help prosecute 
our criminal laws. We have increased our judiciary by 40 percent and 
we have increased our prosecutors by 16 percent. The dockets are full 
of cases because we don’t have assistant district attorneys to go before 
the Federal judge and handle them. We start these young lawyers at 
$8,200 a year. And the docket is clogged because we don’t have authority 
to hire more of them. 

I ask the Congress for authority to hire 100 more. These young 
men will give special attention to this drug abuse, too. 

Finally, I ask you to add. 100 FBI agents to strengthen law enforce- 
ment in the Nation and to protect the individual rights of every citizen. 
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A moment ago I spoke of despair and frustrated hopes in the cities 
where the fires of disorder burned last summer. We can—and in time we 
will—change that despair into confidence, and change those frustrations 
into achievements. But violence will never bring progress. 

We can make progress only by attacking the causes of violence and 
only where there is civil order founded on justice. 

Today we are helping local officials improve their capacity to deal 
promptly with disorders. 

Those who preach disorder and those who preach violence must 
know that local authorities are able to resist them swiftly, to resist them 
sternly, and to resist them decisively. 

I shall recommend other actions: 





—To raise the farmers’ income by establishing a security com- 
modity reserve that will protect the market from price-depressing 
stocks and protect the consumer from food scarcity. 

—I shall recommend programs to help farmers bargain more effec- 
tively for fair prices. 

—TI shall recommend programs for new air safety measures. 

—NMeasures to stem the rising costs of medical care. 

—Legislation to encourage our returning veterans to devote them- 
selves to careers in community service such as teaching, and being 
firemen, and joining our police force, and our law enforcement 
officials. . 

—I shall recommend programs to strengthen and finance our anti- 
pollution efforts. 

—Fully funding all of the $2.18 billion poverty program that you 
in the Congress had just authorized in order to bring oppor- 
tunity to those who have been left far behind. 

—TI shall recommend an Educational Opportunity Act to speed up 
our drive to break down the financial barriers that are sep- 
arating our young people from college. 

I shall also urge the Congress to act on several other vital pending 
bills—especially the civil rights measures; fair jury trials, protection of 
Federal rights, enforcement of equal employment opportunity, and fair 
housing. 

The unfinished work of the first session must be completed—the 
Higher Education Act, the Juvenile Delinquency Act, conservation meas- 
ures to save the redwoods of California, and to preserve the wonders of 
our scenic rivers, the Highway Beautification Act—and all the other 
measures for a cleaner, and for a better, and for a more beautiful America. 

Next month we'll begin our eighth year of uninterrupted prosperity. 
The economic outlook for this year is one of steady growth—if we are 
vigilant. 

True, there are some clouds on the horizon. Prices are rising. Interest 
rates have passed the peak of 1966; and if there is continued inaction on 
the tax bill, they will climb even higher. 

I warn the Congress and the Nation tonight that this failure to act 
on the tax bill will sweep us into an accelerating spiral of price increases; 
a slump in homebuilding; and a continuing erosion of the American 
dollar. 

This would be a tragedy for every American family. And I predict 
that if this happens, they will all let us know about it. 
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We—those of us in the executive branch, in the Congress, and the 
leaders of labor and business—must do everything we can to prevent 
that kind of misfortune. 

Under the new budget, the expenditures for 1969 will increase by 
$10.4 billion. Receipts will increase by $22.3 billion including the added 
tax revenues. Virtually all of this expenditure increase represents the 
mandatory cost of our defense efforts, $3 billion ; increased interest, almost 
$1 billion; or mandatory payments under laws passed by Congress— 
such as those provided in the Social Security Act that you passed in 1967, 
and to Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries, veterans, and farmers, of 
about $414, billion; and the additional $1 billion 600 million next year 
for the pay increases that you passed in military and civilian pay. ‘That 
makes up the $10 billion that is added to the budget. With few exceptions, 
very few, we are holding the fiscal 1969 budget to last year’s level, outside 
of those mandatory and required increases. 

A Presidential commission composed of distinguished congressional 
fiscal leaders and other prominent Americans recommended this year that 
we adopt a new budget approach. I am carrying out their reeommenda- 
tions in this year’s budget. This budget, therefore, for the first time ac- 
curately covers all Federal expenditures and all Federal receipts, includ- 
ing for the first time in one budget $47 billion from the social security, 
Medicare, highway, and other trust funds. 

The fiscal 1969 budget has expenditures of approximately $186 bil- 
lion, with total estimated revenues, including the tax bill, of about $178 
billion. 

If the Congress enacts the tax increase, we will reduce the budget 
deficit by some $12 billion. The war in Vietnam is costing us about $25 
billion and we are asking for about $12 billion in taxes—and if we get 
that $12 billion tax bill, from about $20 billion in 1968 we will reduce the 
deficit from $20 billion to about $8 billion in 1969. 

Now, this is a tight budget. It follows the reduction that I made in co- 
operation with the Congress—a reduction made after you had reviewed 
every appropriations bill and reduced the appropriations by some $5 or 
$6 billion and expenditures by $1.5 billion. We conferred together and I 
recommended to the Congress and you subsequently approved taking 2 
percent from payrolls and 10 percent from controllable expenditures. We 
therefore reduced appropriations almost $10 billion last session and ex- 
penditures over $4 billion. Now, that was in the budget last year. 

I ask the Congress to recognize that there are certain selected pro- 
grams that meet the Nation’s most urgent needs and they have increased. 
We have insisted that decreases in very desirable but less urgent programs 
be made before we would approve any increases. 

So I ask the Congress tonight: 


—to hold its appropriations to the budget requests, and 
—to act responsibly early this year by enacting the tax surcharge 
which for the average American individual amounts to about a 
penny out of each dollar’s income. 
This tax increase would yield about half of the $23 billion per year 
that we returned to the people in the tax reduction bills of 1964 and 1965. 
This must be a temporary measure, which expires in less than 2 


years. Congress can repeal it sooner if the need has passed. But Congress 
can never repeal inflation. 
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The leaders of American business and the leaders of American 
labor—those who really have power over wages and prices—must act 
responsibly, and in their Nation’s interest by keeping increases in line with 
productivity. If our recognized leaders do not do this, they and those for 
whom they speak and all of us are going to suffer very serious 
consequences. 

On January Ist, I outlined a program to reduce our balance of pay- 
ments deficit sharply this year. We will ask the Congress to help carry out 
those parts of the program which require legislation. We must restore 
equilibrium to our balance of payments. 

We must also strengthen the international monetary system. We 
have assured the world that America’s full gold stock stands behind our 
commitment to maintain the price of gold at $35 an ounce. We must back 
this commitment by legislating now to free our gold reserves. 

Americans, traveling more than any other people in history, took 
$4 billion out of their country last year in travel costs. We must try to 
reduce the travel deficit that we have of more than $2 billion. We are 
hoping that we can reduce it by $500 million—without unduly penalizing 
the travel of teachers, students, business people who have essential and 
necessary travel, or people who have relatives abroad whom they want to 
see. Even with this reduction of $500 million, the American people will 
still be traveling more overseas than they did in 1967, 1966, or 1965 or 
any other year in their history. 

If we act together as I hope we can, I believe we can continue our 
economic expansion which has already broken all past records. And I 
hope that we can continue that expansion in the days ahead. 

Each of these questions I have discussed with you tonight is a question 
of policy for our people. Therefore, each of them should be—and doubt- 
less will be—debated by candidates for public office this year. 

I hope those debates will be marked by new proposals and by a seri- 
ousness that matches the gravity of the questions themselves. 

These are not appropriate subjects for narrow partisan oratory. They 
go to the heart of what we Americans are all about—all of us, Democrats 
and Republicans. 

Tonight I have spoken of some of the goals I should like to see 
America reach. Many of them can be achieved this year—others by 
the time we celebrate our Nation’s 200th birthday—the bicentennial of 
our independence. 

Several of these goals are going to be very hard to reach. But the 
State of our Union will be much stronger 8 years from now on our 200th 
birthday if we resolve to reach these goals now. They are more im- 
portant—much more important—than the identity of the party or the 
President who will then be in office. 

These goals are what the fighting and our alliances are really meant 
to protect. 

Can we achieve these goals? 

Of course we can—if we will. 

If ever there was a people who sought more than mere abundance, 
it is our people. 

If ever there was a nation that was capable of solving its problems, 
it is this Nation. 

If ever there were a time to know the pride and the excitement and 
the hope of being an American—it is this time. 
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So this, my friends, is the State of our Union: seeking, building, 
tested many times in this past year—and always equal to the test. 


Thank you and good night. 


NoTE: The President began speaking at 9:05 p.m. in the House Chamber at the 
Capitol after his introduction by John W. McCormack, Speaker of the House of 


Representatives. 





Reduction of U.S. Personnel 
and Official Travel Overseas 


The President’s Memorandum to Heads of Executive 


Departments and Agencies. January 18, 1968 


Subject: Reduction of Overseas Personnel and Official 
Travel 

Today I sent the attached memorandum to the Secre- 
tary of State and the Director of the Bureau of the Budget 
directing them to undertake a four-part program to reduce 
United States personnel overseas. I expect each Depart- 
ment and agency to cooperate fully in this endeavor. 

In addition, I hereby direct the head of each Depart- 
ment and agency to take steps to reduce U.S. official travel 
overseas to the minimum consistent with the orderly con- 
duct of the Government’s business abroad. I have asked 
private U.S. citizens to curtail their own travel outside the 
Western Hemisphere in the interest of reducing our bal- 
ance of payments deficit. Federal agencies should partici- 
pate in this effort. 

The policy applies particularly to travel to international 
conferences held overseas. Heads of Departments and 
agencies will take immediate measures to 

—reduce the number of such conferences attended. 

—hold our attendance to a minimum and use U.S. per- 

sonnel located at or near conference site to the extent 
possible. 

—schedule conferences, where possible, in the U.S. or 

countries in which excess currencies can be used. 

You should present your plans for travel to international 
conferences held overseas to the Secretary of State, who, 
with the Director of the Budget, will undertake a special 
review of this matter. 

This directive shall not apply to 


—travel necessary for permanent change-of-station for 
U.S. employees, for their home leave, and for medical 
and rest and recuperative leave. 

—travel made necessary by measures to reduce U.S. 
employment overseas outlined in the attached 
memorandum. 

—travel financed from available excess foreign cur- 
rencies. 

You are requested to submit to the Director of the 
Budget, not later than March 15, a statement on the 
actions you have taken to reduce all types of overseas 
travel, the results expected from such actions, and your 


recommendations as to any additional measures that 
might be taken. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
NOTE: For the memorandum to the Secretary of State and the 


Director, Bureau of the Budget to which the President referred, see 
the following item. 


Reduction of U.S. Personnel 
and Official Travel Overseas 


The President’s Memorandum to the Secretary 
of State and the Director, Bureau of the Budget. 
January 18, 1968 


Subject: Reduction in U.S. employees and official travel 
overseas. 


As a part of my program for dealing with our balance 
of payments problem, announced on New Year’s day, I 
would like you jointly to take the specific measures to 
reduce U.S. employment and curtail official travel abroad, 
as outlined herein. Within the Department of State, the 
Senior Interdepartmental Group, chaired by Under Sec- 
retary Katzenbach, shall serve as the focal point for carry- 
ing out this directive. 


You should make these reductions in a way which 
maintains the effectiveness of our international programs. 
I would like you to give particular attention to personnel 
reductions which can be made through relocation and 
regrouping of functions, the elimination of overlapping 
and duplication, the discontinuance of outdated and 
marginal activities, and a general streamlining of 
operations. 


I. Reduction in U.S. personnel overseas 


This directive applies to all employees under the juris- 
diction of U.S. diplomatic missions and includes the rep- 
resentatives of all U.S. civilian agencies which have pro- 
grams or activities overseas. It also includes military 
attaches, Military Assistance Advisory Groups, and other 
military personnel serving under the Ambassadors. It does 
not apply to U.S. personnel in Vietnam. 

The Secretary of Defense has already initiated measures 
to reduce staffing of the military assistance program. I am 
asking the Secretary to complete these studies in time to 
support the goals outlined below. 
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You are directed to take the following actions: 


1. 


As a first step, you should proceed, with appropriate 
participation by U.S. Ambassadors and agencies, to 
reduce the total number of American personnel over- 
seas by 10 percent, with reductions of at least this 
magnitude applied to all missions of over 100. 
Similar reductions should be made in employment 
of foreign nationals and contract personnel. Your 
decisions on this first phase, which shall be final, shall 
be completed by April 1. 


. You should also initiate a special intensive review of 


our activities and staffing in 10 countries with very 
large U.S. missions. Your objective, in this second 
step, should be to reduce U.S. employment by sub- 
stantially more than the 10 percent immediate re- 
duction taken in the first step. Your final decisions 
should be made on this phase by August 1. 


. As a third step, you should proceed to extend these 


intensive reviews of U.S. activities to other countries 
beyond the first 10 as rapidly as feasible. 


. Simultaneously, you should initiate special studies 


from Washington of functional areas aimed at re- 
ducing instructions, assignments, and _ activities 
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which unnecessarily create the need for maintaining 
or increasing overseas staff, e.g., reporting require- 
ments, consular work, and administrative support. 
Clearly, reductions of this magnitude will involve major 
changes in agency staffing and personnel plans. I am ask- 
ing Chairman Macy of the Civil Service Commission to 
assist agencies in solving attendant personnel problems 
and in facilitating the reassignment of employees return- 
ing to the United States. 


II. Curtailment in official travel 


I am requesting all Department and agency heads to 
reduce official travel outside the U.S. to the minimum 
consistent with orderly conduct of the Government’s busi- 
ness. I would like you to give special attention to measures 
to minimize travel to international conferences. 

By April 1, I would like you to report on the actions 
taken in this regard and to recommend any additional 
steps required. 

Lynpon B. JoHNson 
NoTE: For the President’s memorandum to heads of executive 


departments and agencies on overseas reductions, see the preceding 
item. 





NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION TREATY 


Statement by the President on Submission of a Draft Treaty to the Eighteen- 
Nation Disarmament Committee in Geneva. January 18, 1968 


The White House was informed at 4:25 a.m. this morning that the 


U.S.S.R. would join the United States as Cochairman of the Eighteen- 
Nation Disarmament Committee to submit to the Committee today a com- 
plete draft treaty to stop the spread of nuclear weapons. The President 
issued the following statement: 

“I am most heartened to learn that the Soviet Union will join the 
United States as Cochairman of the Eighteen-Nation Disarmament Com- 
mittee, to submit a complete text of a treaty to stop the spread of nuclear 
weapons and that this draft treaty will be submitted today to the Commit- 
tee in Geneva. This revised text includes an agreed safeguards article and 
other revisions that will make the treaty widely acceptable. 

“We have worked long and hard in an effort to draft a text that re- 
flects the views of other nations. I believe the draft presented today repre- 
sents a major accomplishment in meeting these legitimate interests. 

“The text submitted today must now be considered further by all 
governments. Following its review by the conference in Geneva, it will 
be considered by the General Assembly in the spring. It is my fervent 
hope that I will be able to submit it to the Senate of the United States for 
its advice and consent this year. 

“The draft treaty text submitted today clearly demonstrates an im- 
portant fact. In the face of the differences that exist in the world, the two 
nations which carry the heaviest responsibility for averting the catastrophe 
of nuclear war can, with sufficient patience and determination, move 
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forward. They can move forward toward the goal which all men of good 
will seek—a reversal of the arms race and a more secure peace based on 
our many common interests on this one small planet. 

“T believe history will look on this treaty as a landmark in the effort 
of mankind to avoid nuclear disaster while ensuring that all will benefit 
from the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

“This treaty will be a testament of man’s faith in the future. In that 


spirit I commend it to all.” 





Disaster Relief for Alaska 


Announcement of Authorization of Funds for Disaster 
Relief and Recovery Work After the Tanana Valley 
Flooding. January 18, 1968 


The President today authorized an additional $6 mil- 
lion in Federal disaster relief funds for Alaska. These 
funds will be used to pay for Public Law 81-875 disaster 
relief and recovery work performed after the Tanana 
Valley flooding of August 1967. 

A major disaster was declared for Alaska on August 
17, 1967, under the authority of the Federal Disaster 
Act, Public Law 81-875. The Presidential declaration 
was made because of the severe damages in Fairbanks and 
adjacent areas due to the flooding Chena and Tanana 
Rivers. An initial allocation of $1,000,000 was made at 
the time of the declaration. 

Because of the then short remaining construction 
season and the need to speed emergency repairs and 
restorative work, the Office of Emergency Planning 
assigned most of the Public Law 81-875 work to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. The Corps, in turn, let con- 
tracts and supervised the work of the contractors. Debris 
was cleared; utilities and other public facilities were re- 
paired ; everything possible was done to prepare Fairbanks 
for the approaching winter. The work is essentially com- 
plete and today’s allocation of Federal funds will be used 
to reimburse the Corps for the assigned work. 

The Office of Emergency Planning Regional Office in 
Everett, Wash., is coordinating Federal disaster assistance 
efforts in Alaska. 


Health Resources Advisory Committee 


Announcement of Appointment of 
Dr. Fred P. Barnhart to the Committee. 
January 19, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the appointment 
of Dr. Fred P. Barnhart to the Health Resources Advisory 
Committee. 

Born in Chicago, Ill., in 1911, Dr. Barnhart obtained 
his D.D.S. from Northwestern University Dental School 


in 1934 and is presently engaged in general practice of 
dentistry in Seattle. Dr. Barnhart is chairman of the 
American Dental Association Council on Federal Dental 
Services since 1965, a member of the Department of De- 
fense Dental Advisory Committee, and holds the rank 
of colonel in the United States Army Reserve Dental 
Corps, as Commanding Officer, 50th General Hospital, 
Seattle, Wash. 

The 12-man Health Resources Advisory Committee, 
organized in 1962, reports to Price Daniel, Director of the 
Office of Emergency Planning. The group advises Direc- 
tor Daniel in his role as assistant to the President in the 
coordination of emergency plans and preparedness assign- 
ments of Federal agencies, including emergency plans for 
allocation of national health resources. 

Ten members of the committee are recognized leaders 
in the private practice of medicine and dentistry, medical 
education, public health, hospital administration, nursing 
and medical supply industry. A representative of the Sec- 
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare complete the membership. 

Chairman of the Advisory Committee is Dr. William R. 


Willard, vice president, University of Kentucky Medical 
Center. 


Democratic National Committee 


Text of the President’s Remarks to 
Members of the Advisory Committee on 
Youth Activities. January 19, 1968 


1. Your visit reminds me of something a great Ameri- 
can once said to the youth of his generation: “There is 
nothing so fine as to be 21 and an American. One is for 
a fleeting instant—and the other is forever.” 

Some of you look younger than 21. I hope you all make 
the most of every fleeting instant of your youth, by giving 
all your energy, your imagination, and your strength to 
America. 

2. Never in our history have the young had so many 
opportunities to serve. I spoke in my state of the Union 
address of the restlessness that stirs our country today. I 
welcome that. It is healthy—it is valuable—it is the stream 
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that fires our dream—so long as it is a constructive rest- 
lessness—so long as you and your peers are builders, and 
not destroyers—so long as you tackle our problems with 
reason, intelligence and the knowledge that they are your 
problems—the future belongs to you and it will be as good 
or as bad as you make it. 

3. Whatever else America is today, whatever it will be 
tomorrow, you can be dead sure of one thing: America 
is and will always be the land of opportunity. And, for the 
young American seeking opportunity to grow—opportu- 
nity for excitement, and meaning in his life—the Demo- 
cratic Party gives you the greatest opportunity and the 
largest reward. 

I cannot exaggerate how much your party needs you. 
I am not like the football star who was being interviewed 
by a professional coach. “I’m pretty great, coach,” he 
said. “I run the hundred in under 10 seconds—on a 
muddy field. I’m a ferocious blocker. I punt 70 yards. 
And I pass for 60 yards—against the wind.” 

The coach was very impressed. “That’s wonderful,” 
he said, “but every player has some weakness—what’s 
yours?” 

“Well,” said the hero, “I have been known to exag- 
gerate a little.” 

4. But there is no exaggerating the size of the role you 
can play in your party—or the good it can mean for 
America. We need your ideas—new ideas. We want your 
leadership—fresh leadership. We depend on you to re- 
charge our purpose and put new life and muscle in our 
programs. Your advisory committee can be a keystone in 
that new effort. You can carry my message and the en- 
couragement of the Democratic Party to every campus, 
community and home in our country. Tell them you found 
a big sign hanging on the White House gate. It says: 
“Jobs Open—Youth Wanted—Youth Welcome.” 

5. Young people don’t have a monopoly on virtue— 
but they do have a monopoly on energy, and we'd all like 
to see that energy put to work creatively in the precincts 
and not destructively in the picket lines. 

Sometimes I am disturbed, just as you are, by the 
righteous anger which some of our younger people show— 
anger which isn’t based on information, The best cure 
for that, I think, is a brush with reality. And that is part 
of your job: to give young Americans a chance to touch 
not only the surface of the problems and challenges we 
face, but to learn the difficulty and complexity of those 
problems. 

6. Your biggest opportunity, I think, is to destroy— 
once and for all—the old myth that politics is a profession 
for old men in baggy suits. You know it isn’t true. 

I know it isn’t true. Now you have a great opportunity 
to introduce to America the young men and women who 
are helping to lead this country: People alike . . . Sandy 
Trowbridge . . . Joe Califano . . . Ramsey Clark . . . 
Cliff Alexander. You have an opportunity to point out 


that the average age of the President’s close personal staff 
is close to under 35. 
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7. They are young men like you. If you haven’t heard 
the names, you and every American have felt their influ- 
ence. If any of you have a good idea, or a problem, or 
something itching you that you think I should know 
about—call up one of your own kind. Call some of the 
young men who make the White House tick. 

Call Tom Johnson, Larry Levinson, Matt Nimetz, Dick 
Moose, Ervin Duggan, Charles Maguire, Ed Hamilton, 
Fred Bohen, Matt Coffey, Bill Blackburn, Sherwin Mark- 
man, Peter Rosenblatt, Ben Wattenberg, Stan Ross, Larry 
Temple, Jim Jones. 

You may not have heard of any of them. But you can 
bet that they have heard of you. You can be certain that 
they are with you—in all that you want to do for your 
party and your country. 

8. I will always be with you. I want you to succeed— 
and to inspire others by your success. I want the youth 
of America to combine in the greatest work of America— 
the work of public service, the noble work of the political 
profession. I will always be proud to share that profession 
and that work with you. 

9. Your job, really, goes more deeply into our national 
life than politics. For you will be offering hundreds of 
thousands of young Americans a chance to answer some 
serious questions about our Nation’s purpose, our Nation’s 
goals, our Nation’s future. I suppose there is no more diffi- 
cult job than dealing with those questions, But I know 
there is no challenge that is more satisfying or more 
rewarding. 

It has always been so for the young American. Let me 
read you a page from our past . . . 

“We must not let ourselves be engulfed in the passing 
waves which obscure the current of progress. The sinful- 
ness and weakness of man are evident to anyone who lives 
in the active world. But men are also good and great, kind 
and wise. Honor begets honor; trust begets trust; faith 
begets faith; and hope is the mainspring of life. I have 
lived with the reality of war, and I have praised soldiers; 
but the hope of honorable faithful peace is a greater thing 
and I have lived with that, too. That a man must live with 
both together is inherent in the nature of our present 
stormy stage of human progress, but it has also many times 
been the nature of progress in the past, and it is not reason 
for despair. 

“Those who read this book will mostly be younger than 
I, men of the generations who must bear the active part 
in the work ahead. Let them learn from our adventures 
what they can. Let them charge us with our failures and 
do better in their turn. But let them not turn aside from 
what they have to do, nor think that criticism excuses 
inaction. Let them have hope, and virtue, and let them 
believe in mankind and its future, for there is good as well 
as evil, and the man who tries to work for the good, be- 
lieving in its eventual victory, while he may suffer setback 
and even disaster, will never know defeat. The only deadly 
sin I know is cynicism.” 


NoTE: The President met with members of the Advisory Committee 
in the Fish Room at the White House. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
JANUARY 19, 1968 


Announcing His Intention To Nominate Clark M. Clifford 
as Secretary of Defense To Succeed Robert S. McNamara 


THE PRESIDENT. I asked you to come here. 


I had a rather extended visit with Secretary McNamara this morn- 
ing. We reviewed a number of departmental matters, budget matters, and 
other matters that concerned the Defense Department, including the 
progress he has made on the budget and the statements that accompanied 
it, which would be related to it, as well as his expected time of departure. 

We agreed that Mr. McNamara would leave sometime in February, 
not later than March Ist, depending on the progress he makes there. 

I discussed with him again this morning, as I have several times 
before, his resignation and, since his resignation, his successor. 

I considered four or five men that he suggested, as well as a number 
of other men suggested by myself and others. 

I asked Mr. Clark Clifford to serve as Secretary of Defense this morn- 
ing, and he has accepted. I intend to submit his name to the Senate at a 
very early date. The Senate being willing, he will be available to qualify 
when Mr. McNamara completes his present assignment. 

Mr. McNamara has had a truly outstanding record of Government 
service. He has served as Secretary of Defense longer than any other man 
has ever served in that job. He has had 7 grueling years, but with a very 
highly satisfactory performance to two Presidents, and I think, generally, 
to the people of this country and to the people of other countries with 











whom he dealt. 


I have never known a more competent public official, a more ener- 


getic or dedicated one. 


It is with great regret to the President, everyone in the White House 
and in the Cabinet, that he will be assuming other duties. We are pleased 
that Washington is not losing him. He will not be far away to counsel 


with us when appropriate. 


I think that is all I have to say. I will be glad to take any questions. 


QUESTIONS 


Q. What qualifications does the person have who is 
succeeding Mr. McNamara? 

THE PRESENT. First of all, he is very high on the 
recommendations of everyone who made recommenda- 
tions to me, including Mr. McNamara. 

Secondly, I have very intimately worked with him 
when he participated in the consolidation of the Army 
and the Navy and the Air Force, in the unification pro- 
gram, unifying the department as an adviser of another 
President. 

In 1949 I worked with him in connection with my 
duties with the Armed Services Committee on the amend- 
ments to the Unification Act after he had gotten the bill 
together that was passed earlier. 


He was in Mr. Bundy’s job, or what we might say 
Mr. Rostow now does, with the Defense Department 


* during the Truman administration. 


He was liaison with the Defense Department Secretary, 
Secretary Forrestal and later Secretary Johnson. 

He came into the service as a lieutenant (jg) and went 
out as a captain. He is familiar with ali the services. 

President Kennedy appointed him as a member of a 
task force to study the Defense Department, its adminis- 
tration and its organization and its management, in 1960. 

Following the Bay of Pigs, when the President set 
up a Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, one of the 
most important boards to be selected by the President, 
Mr. Killian headed that board, but Mr. Clifford was a 
member of it. When Dr. Killian got sick, I believe he 
recommended Mr. Clifford to be his successor. Mr. Clif- 
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ford became chairman of it. He was chairman when I 
became President. I continued him in that capacity, as 
I did most of the men serving with President Kennedy. 

He has been a very wise and prudent counselor to many 
Presidents, and certainly to me, in the field of defense, 
and in the field of diplomacy. 

As chairman of that Board, he had to work very closely 
with the State Department. Secretary Rusk considered 
him eminently qualified and one of the finest men who 
would be available for the assignment. He has traveled 
throughout the world in his capacity as adviser to the 
President and chairman of this Board. He has been in the 
Far East and South Vietnam I believe three times in the 
recent years. He was my counselor at Manila. 

When we were planning the democratic developments 
in South Vietnam, the election of the Constituent Assem- 
bly, the President and the Vice President, the Members 
of the Congress, he was there. 

He is a member of my Foreign Relations Advisory 
Board and has been for some time. 

He has been a counselor on most of the important 
decisions made in many of the international fields from 
defense to strength to weapons to actions. 

I think he is universally regarded by those with whom 
I have talked as being a man that the Government ought 
to have if we could get him. 

We have had such a high type of servant in the Secre- 
tary of Defense that I think Mr. Clifford would not feel 
in a position to turn me down just “period” when I asked 
him to do it. p 

I made the decision finally today, although I had him 
under consideration since his name was first mentioned 
last August, or at the end of November. 


I saw some squib that some speculative reporter wrote 
that indicated he might be under consideration for this 
assignment. I commented to him at a social affair one 
evening, “I understand you are a candidate for the Secre- 
tary of Defense.” He flushed a little bit and said he was 
not a candidate; he was not. 


But if the Senate is willing, he is going to be Secretary 
of Defense. 


Q. Mr. President, occasionally a Cabinet officer comes 
over with an understanding of serving for a year or some 
specified time. Is that the case here? 

THE Presivent. No. We have not discussed the term. 
I asked him if he would accept the appointment. He 
cleared his throat, and I said, “I expect to announce your 
appointment. If you would like to talk to me about it 
beforehand, I would be glad to see you.” 

He came over. He is aware that he is going to be 


announced, but he is not aware of how long he will serve, 
nor am I. 


Q. Mr. President, was he given time to discuss it with 
his wife? 


Tue Preswent. If she is not in the beauty parlor; if 
her whereabouts are not unknown. 
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Q. Did you just talk with him? 
THE PresweEnt. I talked to him here today. 


Q. Will there be any other changes in the Defense 
Department? 


Tue Preswent. I am sure there will be changes from 
time to time in all the departments, but I don’t have any 
that I am aware of at this moment. 


Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and seventeenth news con- 
ference was held in his office at the White House at 3:27 p.m. on 
Friday, January 19, 1968. As printed above, this item follows the 
text released by the White House. 


Following is a biographical sketch released by the White House. 
BioGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF CLARK M. CLIFFORD 


Born Fort Scott, Kans., December 25, 1906, son of the late Frank 
Andrew Clifford and the late Georgia (McAdams) Clifford. Shortly 
thereafter the family moved to St. Louis, Mo. 


Attended public schools and then went to college and law school 
at Washington University in St. Louis, graduating in 1928. 

Entered the practice of law in St. Louis in 1928 in association 
with J. M. Lashly. 

Volunteered for service in the United States Naval Reserve in 
1943, and received commission of lieutenant (j.g.) in early 1944. 
Served as special assistant to Commander, Western Sea Frontier, 


later as Assistant Naval Aide to the President, and as Naval Aide 
to the President. 


Separated from the Service in 1946 with permanent rank of 
captain. 
Appointed Special Counsel to the President in June, 1946 by 


President Harry S. Truman. Served in that capacity until Feb- 
ruary 1, 1950. 


In 1945, President Truman assigned him the task of conducting 
a study in depth on the unification of the Armed Services. He 
worked with the War Department, the Department of the Navy, 
other departments and agencies involved, and the Congress for 2 
years thereafter. There finally resulted the passage of legislation in 
1947 entitled “The National Security Act.” Mr. Clifford was one of 
the principal architects of this legislation. 

Thereafter he served as liaison between the White House and the 
new Secretary of Defense. 

Again in 1949, he worked with the Secretary of Defense, other 
departments, and the Congress to obtain passage of the “National 
Security Act Amendments of 1949,” which greatly strengthened the 
authority of the Secretary of Defense and changed the national 
military establishment into a regular executive Department of 
Defense. 

In 1960 he served as a member of the Committee on the Defense 
Establishment, appointed by Senator John F. Kennedy to survey 
the organization, management and administration of the Defense 
Department. This committee was chaired by Senator Stuart 
Symington. 

In May 1961, President Kennedy appointed Mr. Clifford a mem- 
ber of the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board. In 
April 1963, Dr. James Killian of M.I.T. resigned as Chairman of 
the Board, because of ill health, and Mr. Clifford was appointed 
Chairman by President Kennedy. He has continued to serve in that 
capacity to the present time. 

In 1965, Mr. Clifford made a trip to the Far East and visited 
certain countries in his capacity as Chairman of the Intelligence 
Board. 


In 1966, he served as an adviser to President Johnson at the 
Manila Conference. 
In 1967, Mr. Clifford and General Maxwell Taylor visited a num- 


ber of Southeast Asian and Pacific countries as personal emissaries 
of President Johnson. 


Since leaving government service in February 1950, Mr. Clifford 
has practiced law in Washington, D.C., down to the present time. 








Secretary of Defense 


News Briefing of Clark M. Clifford Following 
Announcement of His Nomination To Succeed 
Robert S. McNamara. January 19, 1968 


Mr. CurisTiANn. Mr. Clifford and I talked a moment 
ago about the interest of many of you in seeing him. 
He also had a number of reporters and photographers 
in his office so we decided it would be best to come over 
here and see everyone at once, although you probably 
can tell them your particular caveat beforehand. 


Q. Is there any sound outside? 

Mr. CuristIAN. He will be willing to go out to the 
cameras. I think it ought to be understood that the ques- 
tions out there should be in the context of what is asked 
in here. So we will be with you out there briefly. 

Mr. C.trForp. There seemed to be a certain amount 
of interest in the President’s announcement this afternoon. 
So after the office filled up with about 30 men, Mr. 
Christian suggested that I come over here and instead of 
trying to talk to each reporter individually, that you be 
given this opportunity to ask questions and see who the 
new appointee was. 

I might say that for your information and any guid- 
ance that it might be, I am not in position at this time 
to answer any questions on policy or on substance. I know 
that you will understand this because the name has not 
even yet been sent to the Senate. 

There will be a confirmation hearing during which I 
am sure I will be questioned closely. Prior to that time, 
I believe it inappropriate to get into discussion of sub- 
jects of the kind that very likely the Senate committee will 
wish to interrogate me about. 

I might say for whatever answering effect these few 
comments would have, the first time that the President 
ever mentioned the Secretary of Defense job to me was in 
what I assumed to be a jocular manner when, after it ap- 
peared in the press that Secretary McNamara was leav- 
ing, he said within a day or two after that, that he had 
seen my name in the papers and he said he assumed from 
that that I was a candidate for Secretary McNamara’s 
job. 

I assured the President at the time, with all of the 
seriousness of which I was capable, that I was not a candi- 
date for the position. I thought at the time that maybe he 
might have been giving me that sly needle that perhaps 
all of you have encountered at some stage. 

Later on it turned out that the President perhaps was 
considering it seriously. I had not known that at first. 

The President talked with me two or three times about 
this rather casually. I might say that my attitude was that 
I had been his advisor on an informal basis for some 4 
years now and I thought that perhaps my usefulness was 
greater in that capacity than in any other. 
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In the past that argument has been really quite an 
effective one. This time, I might add, it was a complete 
flop. 

This morning the President phoned. and asked that I 
come over. He said that he was preparing to make a 
decision on the selection of the Secretary of Defense and 
he thought it was a matter in which I might be interested 
and that I had better be here. 


I came over. I met with Secretary McNamara, who 
was here, and we talked at some considerable length 
about the matter. Then we went in and talked to the 
President, after which the President said that he had 
reached a decision and that it was his hope that I might 
accept the appointment as Secretary. 

I told him that I would. 


If that is of any help to you, that would conclude my 
opening comments and I will be glad to answer any of 
those questions which under all the circumstances would 
be appropriate. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, has the President asked you to take 
any Cabinet post in the past? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. Yes; I believe that on some occasion 
or another he may have suggested it in some manner. 
We have talked in the past about a possible appointment 
of that kind. 


Q. Mr. Clifford, what made you change your mind 
this morning? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. The reason I changed my mind was 
that when the President of the United States looks you in 
the eye and says, “The time has come when as President 
I must ask you as a citizen of this country to assume this 
burden,” I don’t believe anyone can refuse that direct 
a request, worded in that manner. 

Q. Would you care to characterize for us your views 
on Vietnam, your own personal feelings? Are you a hawk 
or dove, if I can use those expressions? 

Mr. C.irrorp. I would consider that would fall under 
the general category of the caveat that I mentioned. I 
am not conscious of falling under any of those ornithologi- 
cal divisions. I think you would have plenty of oppor- 
tunity perhaps to reach some conclusions if the Senate 
confirms me and if I am in office for awhile. 

Q. Can you tell us whether you will divest yourself of 
any private interests and how you plan to handle that, 
whether you have thought about it? 

Mr. C.irrorp. I have thought about it some before 
and thought about it a good deal since this morning. One, 
I will sever all connections with my law firm so that there 
will be no remaining association of any kind. It will be 
a complete severance of all relationships. 

Two, I will dispose of any asset, any stock or any secu- 
rity that would in any way interfere with my complete 
objective judgment in the conduct of the new post. 

I will have one client from now on—if confirmed 
that client will be the United States. 
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Q. Mr. Clifford, did the President say anything about 
what might happen if he is reelected in November? Would 
you continue in the office? 

Mr. CuirForp. The subject did not come up. He did 
not raise it, nor did I. 

I would say, if the President had asked me I would 
have said to him as I say to you, I shall serve as long as 
he chooses me to serve. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, did you talk to President Truman to- 
day and if so, did he have anything to say about this? 

Mr. CuirForp. No. That is an interesting question and 
I shall call him to tell him. It broke so quickly today that 
I have not had the chance to. When I return to my office 
after our meeting here, I shall call him and talk with him. 
I know that he will have an interest in it. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, all of the things that have been 
printed so far indicate that you worked for Mr. Truman, 
Mr. Kennedy and the President. How about President 
Eisenhower? Did you ever serve in any capacity for him? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. Only on one occasion. He appointed 
me a member of a commission. The commission was to 
select an appropriate memorial for President Franklin 
Roosevelt. I still am a member of that commission and we 
so far have not made too much progress, as most of you 
know. 

Q. You said you felt you might have been of more use 
as a private advisor. Can you elaborate on that and tell 
us what your role has been? 

Mr. Cutrrorp. I have been available to the President 
at all times on any subject that he might choose. It might 
be a question of foreign policy; it might be a question that 
involved defense; it might be an economic question. 
There has been a broad range of subjects that I have been 
called in on. 

I have had the feeling that because I was available at 
all times, that I was not burdened with the administrative 
responsibility of a Department, that perhaps the President 
gained more usefulness from my effort in that capacity. 
As I say, I think the President agreed with that premise 
up until this morning. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, where do you vote now? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. In Maryland. I have been a legal resi- 
dent of Maryland for approximately 18 years. 

Q. Can I ask you about the condition of your health 
now? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. Yes. I believe my health is quite good. 
I contracted a very virulent form of that Asiatic hepatitis 
after a trip to Vietnam. That has been approximately 
2 years ago and I find that I am about over it now. I 
have some slight diminution in endurance, but that is 
reducing. I hope I will be physically able for the task. 

Q. When will you be working at the Department? 

Mr. CiirFrorp, That will depend on arrangement with 
Secretary McNamara. I would expect that in the event 
of confirmation, or even perhaps before, that he and I 
would begin to counsel together and I would expect to 
attend meetings of Secretary McNamara and his staff. 
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In that regard, I might state that curiously enough I 
started on this course over 23 years ago. In 1945 one of 
my early assignments from President Truman was to con- 
duct this survey of the armed forces to ascertain the means 
by which they could be combined, It was called the Uni- 
fication of the Services. That was a major assignment. It 
took a great deal of time and ended ultimately in the 
Defense Establishment Act of 1947 which I had the privi- 
lege of being one of the drafters. 

We found out in the 2-year period following the 
enactment of that law that it was inadequate to perform 
the task. So that we again went to work and gained a 
much stronger law which became known as the Defense 
Establishment Amendments Act of 1949. 

I might say that we set certain goals then for unifica- 
tion for the services which in many respects have finally 
come to fruition under Secretary McNamara. He has 
made an enormous contribution in that regard. 

i believe I have been particularly conscious of the na- 
ture of his contribution because of my interest in this 
subject, starting back some 23 years ago. 

I followed also with very close interest two additional 
developments; one in 1953 and one in 1958 in President 
Eisenhower’s administration, every step leading to a more 
efficient administration of this enormous department. But 
under Secretary McNamara, I think I can say surely and 
confidently, we have reached or come very close to what 
was in the mind of President Truman and congressional 
leaders when the thought of the act first became an active 
one 23 years ago. It has perhaps taken that long to reach 
this point. 

Q. What did you and Secretary McNamara have to 
say to each other earlier today? 

Mr. C.irForp. We discussed a number of items. One 
thing, he was kind enough to suggest that he had recom- 
mended me to President Johnson for the post and I had 
some questions about it. He seemed prepared to answer 
those questions. We discussed some details at the time 
about the matter of timing. We discussed briefly some 
matters that were very eminent in which decisions had 
to be made and he was suggesting that at an appropriate 
time we resume our discussions and look at some of these 
problems jointly. 

Q. Where are your children now? 

Mr. Ciirrorp. We have three married daughters. 
One lives in Chevy Chase. One lives in Baltimore and 
one lives in New York. They have produced for us 10 
grandchildren. 

Q. Can you give us the names? 

Mr. C.irForp. My eldest daughter is Marjorie Lana- 
gan. My second daughter is Joyce Barrett and the third 
daughter, Randall Wight. 

Q. Where in New York is your New York daughter? 

Mr. CuiFForp. 79 West 79th Street. 








Q. Which one is she—Mrs. Wight? 

Mr. CuirForp. No. The daughter in New York is Mrs. 
Richard Barrett. She is the middle daughter, Joyce. The 
eldest daughter lives in Chevy Chase. 

Q. Could we have the name of the daughter in Balti- 
more? 

Mr. Cutrrorp. Yes, Mrs. Edward Wight. They have 
recently moved and I will supply you with their address. 

Q. In view of the long history of the reorganization 
of the Pentagon that you have been involved in, are you 
satisfied by and large with the administrative setup as 
it is now or do you think it is going to be a continuing 
process on into the future? 

Mr. CuirForp. I am sure that no one should ever be 
satisfied with the degree of progress in the Pentagon. I 
know that Secretary McNamara is not fully satisfied, but 
I say that under his administration we have made these 
enormous gains that certainly begin to reach the goal that 
we had all during these years. 

Q. Under President Truman you had a reputation as 
a pretty good campaigner strategist. In this new job do 
you think you will be involved in politics? 

Mr. CuirForp. My own opinion is that this is about 
as nonpolitical an appointment as President Johnson 
ever made. I read in the papers where, one, if he wanted 
to be really political he could have appointed a Repub- 
lican; second, he might have appointed a Democrat who 
had a large following. I might suggest that I do not fall 
in that category. Third, I think by placing me in that 
position I believe the President takes me out of the cam- 
paign entirely. That would be my supposition on it. 

I might say, as a politician I have been only a theoreti- 
cal politician. I have never run for public office or perhaps 
been involved in it intimately, except under President 
Truman. 

Q. Did you discuss these three points with the Presi- 
dent? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. No. They are my very own. I have 
never suggested those to the President. 

Q. Have you drawn any blueprint to this campaign 
similar to the ones you drew in 1948? 

Mr. CuiFForp. I have not. 

Q. Would you preclude the possibility that you might 
be a candidate for elective office after you leave the Office 
of Secretary of Defense? 

Mr. CuirForp. I would completely preclude that. I am 
61 years of age and I am sure it will finish me off. 

Q. What are your personal feelings about taking on 
this job? 

Mr. Ciirrorp. They are mixed. Perhaps had the Pres- 
ident not presented it in the manner that he did—the 
independence of being a private citizen is a very desirable 
one. I have no illusions about it. I know the difficulties. 
I know the impossibility of satisfying—certainly not only 
everybody, but maybe even the majority. 

But at this particular time, with the difficulties that are 
inherent, not only in that job but which exist in this 
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country, I think maybe that made it more attractive to me 
than it otherwise would have been. 
Mr. CurisTIAN. We will continue this meeting outside. 





Q. Mr. Secretary, if we could have you begin with the 
statement similar to that which you had inside, we would 
appreciate it. 

Mr. CuirForp. I thought it would be of value to the 
reporters here if I were to say that 1 am available for ques- 
tions surrounding the background of my appointment to 
this position. I suggested that I think it would be in- 
appropriate if I were to answer any questions of substance 
at this time that involved policy either with reference to 
the State Department or the Defense Department. 

So any questions that have to do surrounding the ap- 
pointment that don’t touch upon substance—that would, 
of course, be covered by the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee in their confirmation hearing—I am prepared to 
answer those questions. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, when was the last time you were in 
Vietnam? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. I was there in 1967 when General 
Maxwell Taylor and I were sent by President Johnson 
to go to Vietnam and Thailand and Australia, New 
Zealand, Korea, to discuss with the heads of government 
in each country developments that had taken place in 
Vietnam since the Summit Meeting in Manila. 

The President was particularly interested in the heads 
of government having his views and he in turn, very 
much wanted their opinions. So we brought back to the 
President the views of the head of government of each of 
those countries as to their attitudes toward developments 
in Vietnam. That was in the fall and late summer of 1967. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, did you find your arm rather badly 
twisted when the President called you over here today? 

Mr. Currrorp. Well, I had had some brief warning. 
The President has a sly method of warning you in ad- 
vance that he has something on his mind. He had told 
me sometime ago that he had discussed the matter with 
Secretary McNamara and Secretary McNamara had 
suggested some men whom he thought might be con- 
sidered. He was kind and considerate enough to include 
me in that list. 

I might say I was gratified by that because I am an 
enormous admirer of Secretary McNamara and the out- 
standing task that he has performed. 

This morning the President put it to me in such a 
manner that there could be but one answer. 

When the President says that the time has come for 
him to call upon a citizen of this country to help him bear 
the burdens, I believe no one is in a position to refuse 
that kind of a request. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, are you afraid that there is a problem 
now that the President will be getting your advice from 
the inside, so to speak? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. You will have to explain the question 
in more detail. 
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Q. You have been an advisor to the President out- 
side the Government. Do you see a problem that the Presi- 
dent is being cut off from advice of those outside the 
Government and now getting the advice from those in 
responsible positions? 

Mr. CurFrForp. No, because the President has a num- 
ber of advisors outside of government. I think it proves 
to be a very valuable custom that he has followed. He 
gets the advice that those who serve him formally in his 
Cabinet give. 

He also has advisors outside who have a certain differ- 
ent approach to the matters. He takes the advice of both 
groups into consideration before reaching these important 
decisions that he has had to make these past years. 


Q. Mr. Clifford, you were a political advisor to Presi- 
dent Truman. What are the political implications of 
your appointment as Defense Secretary for Mr. Johnson? 


Mr. CuirFrorp. Well, in the first place, I thank you 
for the compliment. I did not consider myself a political 
advisor to President Truman and I know that he did not 
because I do not ever recall President Truman taking 
political advice from anybody. He was his own advisor. 

I mentioned to someone that I thought President John- 
son’s appointment of me was perhaps as nonpolitical an 
appointment as he could make. I read someplace where 
if the President wanted to be political, he could have 
appointed a Republican. 

In the second place, I thought that if he were going 
to appoint a Democrat, he might have appointed one 
who had a large national following. As I mentioned, I 
certainly do not fall in that category. 

In the third place, by placing me in the Defense De- 
partment, I know that I am taken out of this next cam- 
paign entirely. I shall devote myself to the problems of 
the Defense Department in the event that the Senate 
confirms me. 


Q. Mr. Clifford, a two-part question if I may: Would 
you be considered a dove or a hawk, or do you plan any 
major changes in the Defense Department? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. I believe that we have fallen into a 
grievous error of attempting to catalog persons under 
those particular bird-like terms. I don’t know where I 
stand in that particular table. I would not want to get 
into a discussion so that you might conclude it, but in the 
event I am confirmed, I know that you will reach your 
own conclusions after a certain period of time. 


With reference to the second part of your question, I 
would not contemplate any changes that would come to 
mind at this time in the administration of the Department 
of Defense. 


One, I do not have sufficient detailed information. I 
know only that Secretary McNamara has made great 
strides. I believe in the main, the job of his successor is to 
carry on with the remarkable and unique accomplish- 
ments that he has made. I would intend to do that, 
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Q. Mr. Clifford, you have said that the President pre- 
vailed on you to take the job. What argument did you 
give him against accepting this position? 

Mr. CuirFForp. I gave him just the one that I have used 
in the past, that I hoped that he might consider whether 
or not I wouldn’t be more valuable to him in the capacity 
as a general outside advisor so that I would be available 
for any field of assistance for which he chose to call me 
and that I would not be confined to one area nor burdened 
by the administrative responsibility that accompanied the 
position of Secretary of Defense. 

Q. You have been advising him specifically during his 
administration, have you? 

Mr. CiirForp. I have been called in quite a great deal. 

Q. Every candidate for Secretary of Defense has a 
potential conflict of interest problem. How will you handle 
that? 

Mr. Cutrrorp. I will have no conflict of interest. I will 
sever my connections completely and unequivocally with 
my law firm. I will dispose of any assets of any kind that 
I have that could possibly create any type of conflict. I 
would come into the job with no preconceived notions, 
with no factor that would deter my complete objectivity 
in facing the problems that face that Department. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, what is the condition of your health 
now? 

Mr. CuirForp. I believe my health is good. I have 
been recovering these past 2 years from a case of Asiatic 
hepatitis contracted in Vietnam, but I believe that I am 
enough over it now that my health will be adequate to 
carry me through. 

Q. Mr. Clifford, were you told this morning that you 
were Secretary McNamara’s choice as well as_ the 
President's? 

Mr. Cuirrorp. I wish to be careful in that regard. 
Secretary McNamara told me that he had made some 
recommendations of persons to the President whom he 
thought were qualified to succeed him and I was one of 
those persons. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NOTE: Mr. Clifford met with reporters at 5 p.m. in the office of 
Press Secretary George Christian at the White House. For the Presi- 
dent’s announcement of his intention to nominate Mr. Clifford as 
Secretary of Defense, see the preceding item. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. 

January 9 

The President sent a message of congratulations to John 
Grey Gorton following his election as Prime Minister of 
Australia. 
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January 12 


Dr. Josef Klaus, Federal Chancellor of Austria, has 
accepted President Johnson’s invitation to visit Washing- 
ton on April 10-11 of this year. 


January 15 


The President received a report from the U.S. Tariff 
Commission entitled “Textiles and Apparel: Report to 
the President on Investigation No. 332-55 Under Section 
332 of the Tariff Act of 1930” (2 vols., TC Publication 
226). 

Harold Macmillan, former Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom, visited privately with the President at 
the White House. 


January 16 


The President accepted the resignation of Terrell L. 
Glenn as U.S. Attorney for the eastern district of South 
Carolina to be effective January 31. 
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The President has reappointed Under Secretary of the 
Treasury Frederick L. Deming as one of the Federal 
representatives on the Board of Governors of the Amer- 
ican National Red Cross. 


January 18 


The President will meet with the Governors of the 
States on February 29 at the White House. The Gov- 
ernors will be in Washington to attend their annual mid- 
year conference. 


January 19 


In ceremonies in the Fish Room at the White House, 
the President accepted credentials from Leonard Antoine 
Badinga, Ambassador from the Republic of Gabon; 
Bunchana Atthakor, Ambassador from Thailand; Ade- 
sauya K. Hyde, Ambassador from Sierra Leone; Abdul 
Sattar, Ambassador from the Maldive Islands; and, 
Hilton Augustus Vaughan, Ambassador from Barbados. 








NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted January 18, 1968 


H. GARDNER ACKLEY, of Michigan, to be Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Italy. 


Epwarp D. Re, of New York, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of State, vice Charles 
Frankel. 


WILLIAM H. CHARTENER, Of New York, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Commerce, vice 
William Howard Shaw. 


WILLIAM W. SHERRILL, of Texas, to be a mem- 
ber of the Board of Governors of the Fed- 
eral Reserve System for a term of 14 years 
from February 1, 1968 (reappointment). 


MerRTON J. Peck, of Connecticut, to be a 
member of the Council of Economic 
Advisers. 


1Does not include promotions of mein- 
bers of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Submitted January 18, 1968—Continued 

ELIZABETH JANE Kuck, of Illinois, to be a 
member of the Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity Commission for the remainder of 
the term expiring July 1, 1970, vice Aileen 
C. Hernandez, resigned. 

PosTMASTERS (list of 9 names). 


Submitted January 19, 1968 


The following-named persons to be members 
of the District of Columbia Council for 
terms expiring February 1, 1971: 

MarGareEt A. Haywooop, of the District of 
Columbia. 

J. C. Turner of the District of Columbia. 

JOSEPH P. YELDELL, of the District of 
Columbia. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The second session of the 90th Con- 
gress began on Monday, January 15, 1968. 

No acts approved by the President during 
the period covered by this issue had been 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
as of the cutoff time of the issue. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released January 13, 1968 

Biographical data on James W. Symington 
and Angier Biddle Duke. 

Released January 17, 1968 


The State of the Union Message (advance 
text). 


Released January 19, 1968 


Biography of Margaret A. Haywood. 
Biography of J. C. Turner. 
Biography of Joseph P. Yeldell. 
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